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Join Us for a Conversation on Faith,  Sexuality,  and Conscience
Monday, August 17 |  7:00 PM |  Youth Room at Al l  Saints

Where were you in  the summer of  2009? I  had a 2-year-old (Chloe)
and a new baby (Henr y)  and was a young (and brand new) pastor. I
was inv i ted to  at tend the 2009 Churchwide Assembly—not  as a
delegate,  but  as a young pastor  learning about  how our  church
fami ly  makes big decis ions together. I  remember wi tnessing a
landmark decis ion that  was made by our  church body,  and
wonder ing how the next  years would p lay out  as th is  decis ion was
implemented. Indeed,  the decis ions made at  that  assembly have
shaped my career  in  impor tant  (and somet imes chal lenging)  ways.
Dur ing that  assembly,  the ELCA passed the socia l  s tatement  Human
Sexual i ty : Gi f t  and Trust . Now, seventeen years later,  our  church is
taking a f resh look at  the socia l  s tatement,  and they want  to  hear
f rom you.

Our Circ le  Group inv i tes ever yone in  the congregat ion to  jo in  us for
a t imely  and meaningful  conversat ion as we look at  the ELCA’s new
study guide,  “Conscience and Conversat ion: A Study Dur ing the
Reconsiderat ion of  the Socia l  Statement  Human Sexual i ty : Gi f t  and
Trust .”

The ELCA task force is  current ly  working to  revise th is  foundat ional
socia l  s tatement  ahead of  a  new draf t  re lease in  ear ly  2027. They
have expl ic i t ly  asked to hear  f rom church members across the
denominat ion,  and when the ELCA says,  "We want  to  hear  f rom
you,"  they should hear  f rom us!

Everyone Belongs at  the Table

Whether  you are a longt ime Circ le  Group par t ic ipant  or  at tending for
the ver y f i rs t  t ime,  you are deeply  welcome. High School  youth are
also welcome to jo in  us for  th is  impor tant  conversat ion. Learn more
by going to th is  l ink: ELCA.org/Reconsiderat ions
Come share your  voice,  l is ten to  your  neighbors,  and help shape the
future of  our  shared church. We hope to see you there!

In  Chr ist ’s  Love,Pastor  Jenni fer  Rose
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