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2025 RaiseRight/Scrip Update
The Human Concerns team had a great  year  wi th  sales of  g i f t  cards. We
had a tota l  of  $71,630 gi f t  cards ordered at  the table and onl ine dur ing
the year. That  is  an increase of  more than $20,000 of  orders f rom 2024!
The tota l  rebate of  the sales of  those gi f t  cards was $3517!  That  is  Free
Money for  our  church!  Of  that ,  we paid $264 for  shipping,  which is  $11 for
each order  p laced. 

The RaiseRight  onl ine order  rebate for  a l l  orders was $1491. That
averages a lmost  $125 a month!  November had a $228 rebate f rom onl ine
orders a lone and September was $207. And,  new to RaiseRight  th is  year
is  Local  Din ing. We earned $243 f rom fami l ies eat ing at  restaurants noted
in the app and just  us ing thei r  l inked credi t  card for  payment!

There were 8 fami l ies who used the app more than a handful  of  t imes to
purchase gi f t  cards and e-cards. One member had a rebate tota l  of  $806!
That  is  an incredible amount  that  we received f rom just  one fami ly
keeping an eye on the rebates and especia l ly  bonuses on the app. Can
you imagine i f  we had double the number of  users of  the RaiseRight  app.
I t  real ly  is  easy to  use—just  ask Chuck,  or  Judy,  or  George or  Rebecca as
they would be happy to show you how i t  works!  I f  you l ink your  checking
account  to  the app,  i t  costs  just  $0.29 for  a  t ransact ion,  no matter  how
much is  ordered. There is  informat ion on how to s ign up and get  the app
on the ASLC websi te. You wi l l  need the ASLC code,  which is  on the s ign
by the Scr ip Table. 

One f inal  note—many of  us use our  credi t  cards for  most  purchases and
receive a percentage toward var ious rewards. That  amount  might  typical ly
be around 5%. Please consider  purchasing gi f t  cards f rom RaiseRight  and
help us to  cont inue to contr ibute to  church’s  missions. You might  be able
to a l low us to  receive 8-12% on your  purchases!  I f  more members buy g i f t
cards just  once a month or  ever y other  month,  that  would be a huge
addi t ion to  our  causes!  Pick ‘n  Save,  Kwik Tr ip  and Amazon are a few of
our  most  purchased cards—do you shop there? Please help us suppor t
our  church outreach ef for ts!



My Immigrant Ancestor
Submitted by Pastor Jennifer  (Note: This  is  the f i rs t  ar t ic le  in  a
ser ies of  ar t ic les by Al l  Saints  Members,  shar ing the stor y of  our
Ancestors who Immigrated to the Uni ted States.)

Over the years,  I ’ve spent  t ime digging around on Ancestr y.com,
looking into my ancestors and learning a b i t  of  thei r  s tor ies. I f  you
haven’ t  looked at  i t ,  i t  is  a  neat  websi te  where you can learn
fascinat ing detai ls  about  your  re lat ives. (One of  my re lat ives in  the
1800’s was a r iverboat  s inger  –  how cool  is  that?!)

Today I  want  to  te l l  you the stor y of  my Second Great  Grandfather,  Lars
Peter  Person (my great-grandfather ’s  father  on my mom’s s ide). Lars
was born in  1853 in  Grashul t ,  Sweden. The fami ly  name (which is  a lso
my mother ’s  maiden name) "Person" was a combinat ion of  Lars ’s
father ’s  name, “Per,” and the name “Son.”
Lars Person marr ied my Second Great  Grandmother,  Josef ina Ni lson,
in  1876. They had four  chi ldren,  a l l  boys: Car l  (my great-grandfather) ,
Oscar,  Ivar,  and David. (Four  chi ldren sounds a b i t  fami l iar  to  me!)

On June 13,  1897,  Lars lef t  Sweden and sai led to  America,  arr iv ing in
Car thage,  South Dakota,  on July  5,  1897. The rest  of  the fami ly  jo ined
him later,  sai l ing to  America on May 13,  1898,  and arr iv ing on June 8.
They lef t  Sweden because t imes were ver y hard wi th  much pover ty.
Al lur ing ta les f rom America convinced them to seek a new home, earn
a l ive l ihood,  and pursue a bet ter  l i fe.

My Second Great  Grandmother,  Josef ina,  was an industr ious woman
who worked both ins ide and outs ide the home. She was once spot ted
cut t ing r ye into bundles just  three days af ter  David was born!  She was
a hard worker  (maybe that ’s  where I  get  that  f rom),  p layed the
accordion wel l  ( I  wonder  i f  th is  is  where my musical  genes come f rom),
learned to speak Engl ish ear ly  (so she was also inte l l igent) ,  and had a
beaut i fu l  s inging voice.



My Second Great  Grandfather  Lars was an honest  man who held
many posi t ions of  t rust  in  h is  church ( th is  sounds fami l iar)  and
ser ved as the township t reasurer  for  18 years. When he immigrated
to Car thage,  South Dakota,  he led devot ional  ser v ices at  h is  church.
(This  is  about  as c lose as I  can f ind to  a preacher  in  my ancestr y,  but
i t ’s  neat  to  read about! )
I  am cer ta in that  these ancestors had no idea that  one day thei r
second great-granddaughter  would be the Pastor  of  a  church in
Wisconsin. I t  probably  would have been beyond thei r  greatest
imaginat ion for  thei r  own descendants. And yet ,  here I  am, gratefu l
for  thei r  wi l l ingness to forge ahead to chase thei r  dreams—no doubt,
in  spi te  of  thei r  fear.
Share Your  Stor y
Might  you have a stor y to  share of  your  Immigrant  Ancestor(s)? We
invi te  you to submit  a  stor y!  By shar ing these stor ies of  our  col lect ive
journey to l iv ing in  America,  we too might  f ind ourselves wrapped up
in our  common her i tage—a stor y of  hoping and praying for  God’s
provis ion in  a  new land.
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