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ALL SAINTS SPOTLIGHT
A monthly Column featuring the wonderful Ministries of All Saints!

December Edition: Music Ministries

 Rebecca Seevers, Reporting

Music Groups at All Saints
 Wehavethree music groupsthatregularly enhanceour worship services at All Saints… bell choir, 

vocal choir, and ensemble. We thought we would give you a deeper knowledge of the two directors
(Jean Voelkel and Lori Dittmar) who lead those groups in this “Spotlight” article. These choirs take the 
summer off, during which there is music provided by individuals or others that want to form an ad hoc 
small group. 

 is retired from teaching, and is a wife, mother, and now… new grandma! She 

leads the bell choir, getting an extraordinary sound out of this group. She has a long history with All 
Saints as one of its original members. 

In Jean’s words… “I joined the Bethel Handbell 
Choir after college & learned how to ring with this 
group. Jeff, Ben, & I watched our church being 
built & attended the first church service in this 
new building. The atmosphere was ELECTRIC, 
and everyone was so friendly that we decided to 
join right away. The first group we joined was the 
choir!

I started ringing with the Bell Choir in the second year we had the bells. When our bell director left, 
Pastor Paul Stumme Diers asked me if I would like to direct. I had never done anything like this but 
agreed to try it for six months. Well, that was over 20 years ago. I am grateful Pastor Paul gave me 
that nudge because I love leading this group!

 We ring with 12 positions. Some of our players travel/ have other commitments so we are fortunate 
to have an extra person or two to fill in when needed. If anyone is interested in becoming a 
substitute, please let me know! Reading music is the only requirement for this group. We 
practice every Wednesday evening, except for the summer months.
 For me, music is a connection to God, ourselves, and others. It is his voice, his message, that can be 
very personal or shared with others. Music helps me be present in our worship services. It is how God 
speaks to me and through me. Being part of a church musical group is not about perfection (even 
though we all want to do our best) but rather sharing and being present with the message. And of 
course, fellowship!”

Jean Voelkel



 Lori Dittmar leads the ensemble and 
the vocal choir. She has been working with us for 
the past year and has done an amazing job. Lori
is a very busy woman, as the Associate Principal
of Kettle Moraine High School, and has a 14-
year-old son. Lori’s Master’s degree is in
Educational Leadership and Administration;
however, her bachelor’s is in Music (and flute
was and still is her instrument of choice). In Lori’s
words… “Music has been in my soul for as long
as I can remember. I was involved in as many
ensembles as possible in middle and high school. 
I was a music teacher and band director for 14 
years before becoming a principal. I've played in 
professional ensembles, including one which 
performed at Carnegie Hall. When I officially
joined my first church, I also became their choir
director. I served in that role for about 5 years
before moving away from that area.

I think music is important anywhere! It is a medium that takes no experience or special talent to enjoy. 
At All Saints, our music groups allow friends of all ages and abilities to come together and worship 
together, sharing Christ's message in a meaningful way.

The time commitment for choir is one hour per week and one Sunday performance a month. It's an 
hour to join your friends, challenge yourself, and produce beautiful music! There are no “tryouts” for 
the choir. The Ensemble is a smaller group, where individuals are invited to sing. The Ensemble 
rehearses monthly and performs the Sunday following rehearsal. I know there are people that would 
like to be involved in more music groups -- with enough interest, we may be able to start a women's 
group!”

MUSIC SPOTLIGHT, CONTINUED.. .
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